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Golden Retriever Freedom Rescue (GRFR) Home Visits 

 

Summary: 
The GRFR home visitor plays a vital role in the adoption process. An effective home visit helps our 

adoption coordinators best match dog to applicant. The more information you provide, the less likely there 

will be disappointment, injury or a dog to be returned. The goal of the home visit is to learn about the 

potential adopter, to educate them on GRFR policies, and if necessary, on Golden Retriever ownership 

(energy level, shedding, affectionate nature). The following checklist is a guide to help you cover as much 

as possible during the home visit.  

 

Checklist: 
 

 Ensure all family members are present.  You can either call or email the applicant to schedule the 

home visit. GRFR recommends that if you have a dog, to bring him/her with you.  Please be sure to clear 

this with the applicant first. 

 

 Assess each member of the family’s interest and pay special attention to how young children will 

interact with the dog.  Make sure the parents take this seriously and will teach and require their children to 

respect the dog and treat it properly (e.g. no climbing on them, pulling their tails, hitting, etc.). We have had 

dogs returned because people think all Goldens, Labradors and Mixes are tolerant of rough treatment by 

children. 

 

 If there are other pets in the home, are they in good condition? If there are other pets in the home, 

are they in good condition? For any dogs in the home, you must be shown an up-to-date vaccination 

certificate or a vet bill showing when the vaccinations were given. Please make sure that both rabies and 

distemper/parvo (also called DHPP or DHLPP or DA2PP) are still valid. 

 

Observe the condition and personality of dogs in the home, and any cats who venture forth. If there is no 

dog in the home, and the cat is shy, discuss whether they think their cat will accept a dog. Cats living with 

dogs need not put in an appearance, since many are not fond on strange dogs, and your own dog may 

inhibit the cat. Remember that sometimes an elderly or ailing animal may not present well and there is no 

need to note that in your report. Does the condition of the dogs and cats indicate that the applicant has the 

financial means for proper care? 

 

 Check for dog doors. If the applicant has a dog door, verify where the door leads to inside the house (e.g., 

kitchen, laundry, hall into garage, etc.) and/or outside (into fenced yard, into dog run separate from fenced yard, 

etc.) Pay special attention to the following:  

• the dog will NOT have access into an outbuilding (e.g. detached garage, shed)  

• the dog door will NOT have access to an attached garage, unless there is an entrance from the garage to the 

house.  

NOTE: Do not recommend an applicant add a dog door from the garage into the house as this is considered a 

violation of fire code in some jurisdictions.  

• the applicant lives in an area where predatory wildlife is possible (e.g., mountain lions, bears and coyotes).  
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 Check fence height and condition.  Look for holes, weak spots, etc. Electronic fences are against 

GRFR policy.  Ask applicant(s) what their plans are to address any problems found. Also note height of 

fence. If it is 4’ or less, we want to make sure no “jumpers” are adopted to that home. 

 

 Look for any dangerous situations.  Some examples are open window wells, sharp metal yard edging 

and clutter in the yard.  If interested in a puppy, make sure applicant is aware of items such as children’s 

toys that a puppy may find interesting to play with, destroy and potentially can be harmful if swallowed. 

 

 Discuss for how long the dog will be alone and where the dog will be kept when applicant is away 

from home.  GRFR policy is that the dog must remain inside while owners are away from home.  If the 

applicant is interested in a puppy, please refer to the additional puppy questions in addition to this checklist. 

Make sure they know puppies require 3 feedings per day until somewhere between 4 and 5 months 

depending on what their vet advises.  If the applicant(s) work full time, someone will need to come home 

for lunch during the day until the puppy can be transitioned to 2 feedings a day. Also, puppies cannot be 

crated longer than their bladders are big. If no one is home during the day, a puppy may be gated in a room with 

“puppy pads” so his/her bladder can be relieved as necessary. The puppy can still be crated at night to sleep. 

 

 Ask on average how long will the dog be left alone.  What will be done when the applicant gets stuck 

at work or travels?   

 

 Re-address items in application and phone interview notes.  Was there a particular concern that 

phone interview notes asked to be addressed? What type of dog is the applicant looking for?  

 

 Set expectations regarding general costs.  The adoption fee is $125 for senior dogs age 8 years and 

older and $250 for dogs 7 months through 7 years, 11 months.  Puppies 6 months and under are $300.  Dog 

food and medical costs are around $750 per year. 

 
Estimated Maintenance Costs 

$120 on dog food, $250 on vet bills, $15 on sundries such as collar, lead, and tag, $60 on toys, $130 on treats, $30 on 

licensing, $70 on medications like flea treatments or ear mite oil, and $55 on a short kennel stay, for an average of 

$730 per year/$14 per week. 

 

 Discuss training.   

No matter what age, the majority of rescue dogs require training. Is the applicant willing to dedicate time 

and potential cost for formal training? Explain the many benefits of training – socialization, bonding with 

the owner, addressing behavioral issues and obedience.  GRFR policy does not allow training that involves 

a “shock” or “e-collar”.   

If an applicant asks for good books on training, we recommend: 

The Other End of the Leash by Patricia B. McConell PH.D.  

How to Teach a New Dog Old Tricks by Dr. Ian Dunbar  

 

 What was your overall feeling about the home visit?  Would you trust the applicant with your 

dog(s)?  Were there any “gut” feelings one way or the other? 

Please be mindful of the wording in your notes and address concerns with the Home Visit Coordinator who 

assigned the visit to you. 
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If you feel the applicant should be approved to adopt, please explain the following: 
As a rescue, our primary concern is for the dog’s health and well-being; they are our customers. While we value 

our applicants, our policies and procedures are in place to protect the dogs. With that being said, please inform 

applicants…  

• Within a few days the adoption coordinators will email information regarding the adoption process. Ask them 

to please read that information as it will help them be matched with an appropriate dog.  

• They are encouraged to contact us about a dog that they would like to meet. They can email GRFR at 

staff@goldenretrieverfreedom.org or call our hotline, 303-749-8499. We cannot guarantee that they will be 

matched with any specific dog.  

• The only way to meet more than one dog at a time is to go to a Meet & Greet. We notify all our approved 

applicants of the events and they are also posted on the website under Special Events. Dog are not adopted at 

these events unless prior arrangement has been made directly by the Foster Home.  

• To please return any call regarding a dog within 24 hours, regardless of whether they want to meet the dog. 

We don’t get offended when people decline a meeting.  

• We do not adopt dogs out on a trial basis. The only way to get a dog on a trial basis is to foster-to-adopt. If the 

applicant is interested in doing that, they will be required to place the dog using our adoption process if they 

decide not to adopt, just like any other foster home. 

• At no time is the foster home obligated to adopt a dog nor is the applicant obligated to adopt. The ultimate 

goal is to find the best match for both the applicant and the dog.  

• The foster home has the option to request the applicant to come to the foster home to meet the dog. All family 

members (dogs included) must be present. If they aren’t willing to travel to adopt their dog, because they have 

cats, birds or some other reason, please note that in your home visit notes.  

 

Please remind applicants that we are a 100% volunteer organization. We strive to be as responsive as possible 

and appreciate applicants to be patient. It can take anywhere from a week to several months for an adoption 

meeting to occur. Reinforce that we try to find the best match for the dog’s and the applicant’s sake. We also 

disclose everything we know about a dog and provide all the medical history we have within a week of 

completion of the contract and receipt of payment. There could be, however, medical or behavioral conditions 

we don’t know about. 

 

Always feel welcome to reach out if you have any additional or questions. Your time is priceless to us and 

we can’t thank you enough!! 

 

 


